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A 1951 rambler on Mercer Island 
is made modern with minimalist 
design by Lisa Staton

58  SEATTLEMAG.COM  MARCH 2016



MARCH 2016  SEATTLEMAG.COM  59

By Jennifer McCullum

Photographs by Alex Hayden

Designer Lisa Staton’s remodel of a 1951 rambler on Mercer Island  
pairs a family’s minimalist preferences with inviting modern interiors 

(Re)Model Home



U
Inspired by the pared-down, minimalist decor of French designer Christian 

Liaigre and Dutch architecture/design firm Piet Boon, the owners were seeking 
a space that felt sophisticated yet still offered sanctuary. “We talked a lot about 
wanting something modern, but not something ‘cold modern,’” Staton says. 

Over the course of seven years, Staton worked with the couple to gradually 
transform the interior of the house into the curated sense of calm the completed 
project invokes. Remodeling in stages, the 
owners first addressed the basement area. 
“It was kind of amazing, because there’s so 
much square footage under the house and 
you don’t even see it,” the wife says. “In 60 
years, no one had ever finished it.” The space 
now houses a playroom for the couple’s 

Upon entering the 1951 rambler that designer Lisa Staton 
helped renovate for a Mercer Island family, it feels like 
you’re stepping into a modern-day Manhattan loft.  
However, “You never would have guessed that driving 
up,” says Staton. The five-bedroom, 4,000-square-
foot property had what the owners described as “great 
bones,” but certain aspects, such as faded yellow siding, 
linoleum floors and Formica countertops, did not align 
with the clean, modern aesthetic they were seeking.

(Re)Model Home

TOP:  The owners loved the  
movement of the pattern in the 

Calacatta marble for their  
kitchen counter and backsplash.  
RIGHT:  A mixed media painting 
from Pacific Galleries in SoDo 

decorates the dining room
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8- and 4-year-old children, a guest suite with a 
private den and kitchenette, as well as a media 
room, complete with leather recliners. “My wife 
and I can retreat down there after the kids go to 
sleep,” says the husband. “It’s a place where we 
can connect and relax together.”

When the kids are awake, the family of four is 
likely to be found on the main level of the house. 
Staton gutted and re-engineered this second stage 
of the renovation to create an open-concept kitch-

en, living and dining 
room. The home’s 
original oak floors 
were bleached, the 
ceiling was raised, and 
its dark oak beams 
were encased in white 
plaster to increase 
the light, airy feel of 
the space. “With the 
living room, it was 
about finding the 

right textures,” Staton says. “We needed the right 
balance of wool and linen and wood furnishings; 
natural pieces formed in such a way that they are 
modern but still time-honored materials that a 
person wants to live with.” 

One such piece is an antique African bamileke 
stool that the family uses as their coffee table. 
Carved from a single piece of wood, the table 
marries the form of Staton’s design with the func-
tion such an item has to serve in a family home. 
“Our kids love to dance up here,” says the wife, 

(Re)Model Home

TOP:  A private den adjoins 
the guest bedroom.  

LEFT:  Antique Chinese  
bowls from Glenn Rich-
ards Asian Furnishings 

& Antiques in South 
Lake Union  decorate 

the mantel. BELOW:  The 
kitchenette in the home’s 

mother-in-law suite, all in 
the home’s finished base-
ment on the lower level.
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knocking on the tabletop. Taylor Swift’s tunes 
are their favorite soundtrack. 

The kids can also pull up a stool to help with 
meal prep in the galley kitchen. The space’s 
symmetrical cabinetry and striking Calacatta 
marble countertop are hallmarks of the owners’ 
preference for a minimal design paired with 
Staton’s expertise in selecting the right materi-
als. “The last kitchen was small and dark, and it 
wasn’t a great entertaining space,” the wife says. 
“Now when we have people over, it’s open, and 
the kids can enjoy cooking and being a part of 
the whole process.”

The renovation will be finished this summer, 
with the rambler’s exterior slated to be one of 
the last parts to be revised. “lt’s funny because 
when we first started the remodel, I said, ‘Just 
do the outside first. Make the outside nice.’” 
the wife says. “But then, realizing we live in 
Seattle and we’re inside our home so much, it 
was much more important to approach the 
project the way we did.… It will be exciting to 
have the exterior complete, as it really has 
become such a different house.”  S  

to see more  of Lisa Staton’s work, visit  
lisastaton.com

(Re)Model Home

TOP:  Prints from the pages of  Where the 
Wild Things Are decorate the bedroom  

of the family’s little boy.  
BELOW:  A ceramic piece by Seattle-based 

artist Jolinda Linden hangs in the  
dining room
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